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Annual Awards Application Instructions and Guidelines
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 is:

· To ensure that every Hispanic student in Howard County will complete high school and will continue in productive and satisfying directions. 

· To develop partnerships with schools, community organizations, businesses, community leaders and parents to provide comprehensive programs to advance the leadership capabilities and educational achievement of Howard County Hispanic youth.

We support our mission by providing assistance and support to encourage students to complete high school, consider higher education opportunities and to be successful in their career choices.  We hold an end-of-school-year Graduation Awards Convocation to provide competitive awards to graduating Hispanic high school students. This unique activity brings together Hispanic students, families, educators and others in the community to celebrate the accomplishments of Hispanic graduates. Our ceremony raises community awareness of the achievements of Hispanic students and serves to motivate other students by showcasing their successful peers as role models. Our graduation award recipients also receive recognition at individual high school senior awards events, providing a positive image of Hispanic student achievement for all those in attendance. 
Who is eligible?  Hispanic Seniors in Howard County Public High Schools who will be graduating in May 2012.  For purposes of this application, “Hispanic” is defined as an individual from at least one of the following countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Spain, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
What am I applying for? There are two major application considerations; you must choose which area you want to be considered for:

A. Conexiones Achievement Awards:

· 3 award considerations - students applying for a Conexiones Achievement Award must CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS: 

i. Academic Excellence (minimum weighted GPA of 3.50)

1. We will recognized students in two tiers

a. 3.50 – 3.99

b. 4.0 and greater

ii. Community Service (minimum weighted GPA of 3.00)

1. Special interests and achievements in community service, student government, HCPSS Hispanic Youth Leadership Team, athletics and individual pursuits all indicate a dedication to self-development and a desire to "make a difference" in the community or school. Most candidates have pursued a variety of interests or leadership roles, though having made a longer-term commitment to a few groups is more important than brief participation in a long list of activities.
iii. Overcoming Obstacles in the attainment of High School Graduation (minimum GPA of 2.50)

1. Overcoming obstacles that may ordinarily get in the way of meeting graduation requirements.  These obstacles take on varying manifestations and no two are alike.  

There is one additional award, the recipient of which will be considered from the pool of applicants.  The award will take an aggregate view of an applicant recognizing qualities that encompass aspects of all 3 Achievement Award categories;  The Feli Solá-Carter Leadership Award.”
OR YOU CAN APPLY FOR

B. High School Graduation Recognition Award:

· Students who receive a minimum weighted GPA of 2.50 and meet all high school graduation requirements

i. Application for this recognition requires only the application and an official  high school transcript

1. No essay or school recommendation required

The financial incentive for each of the Conexiones Achievement Award is as follows (approximately):
A. Academic Excellence Award (minimum weighted GPA of 3.50)

· $500 to overall winner

B. Community Service (minimum weighted GPA of 3.00)

· $500 to overall winner

C. Overcoming Obstacles in the attainment of High School Graduation (minimum weighted GPA of 2.50)

· $500 to overall winner

The financial incentive for the Feli Solá-Carter Leadership Award (minimum weighted GPA of 3.00) is $750 to the overall winner.

There will be other financial awards given and predicated on number of applicants and qualifications.
What is the review process in determining the award recipients?   When applying for a Conexiones Award, the application review process consists of 4-5 Conexiones Awards Committee members; the Awards Committee takes the time to review each item in a student's application and scores each of the application components on a sliding scale (essay, GPA, weighted GPA, extracurricular activities, recommendation).  After the Award Committee has finalized their list, the award recommendations are reviewed by the Conexiones Board for final award recipients.

Academic Record: The Award Committee evaluates this record in terms of course selection and achievement.  The number and difficulty of courses chosen each year are an important measure of academic motivation and achievement.  The latest official Academic Transcript is a requirement for all applications regardless of the award consideration chosen.

Letter of Recommendation: This letter is intended to speak to a student's demonstrated academic skills, achievements, contributions and potential.  The Award Committee requires one subjective letter of recommendation from a teacher who has taught the applicant in academic course(s) during their high school years or from a high school guidance counselor familiar with the student’s high school work. A Letter of Recommendation is required of students applying for the 3 Achievement Awards and the Felí Solá-Carter Leadership Award.  
Application Essay (accepted in English or Spanish): Each of the 3 Achievement Award categories contains its own unique essay question that applicants must complete.  These unique questions are detailed on page 10 of this application.  The application essay is the personal touch in a student's application and completes the profile we gain from your grades and recommendation.  Completion of  the  essay is required of students applying for any of the 3 Achievement Awards as well as The Feli Solá-Carter Leadership Award.  The quality of your writing is important and so we encourage all applicants to exercise best efforts in assuring that the final essay is prepared in a presentable manner.  .  
Application Procedures

I. Use hard copy application provided or the application provided at Conexiones’ web site at www.conexioneshc.org
II. Determine what you are applying for

a. Conexiones Achievement Award

i. Academic Excellence (minimum weighted GPA of 3.50)

1. We will recognized students in two tiers

a. 3.50 – 3.99

b. 4.0 and greater

ii. Community Service (minimum weighted GPA of 3.00)

iii. Overcoming Obstacles in the attainment of High School Graduation (minimum GPA of 2.50)

OR YOU CAN APPLY FOR
b. High School Graduation Recognition Award (minimum weighted GPA of 2.50)

3. Give recommendation form to a teacher or guidance counselor who knows you well and ask them to fill out the recommendation form on your behalf and submit it by 3/3/12 (postmarked or emailed).  Please insure that your teacher or guidance counselor keeps a copy in the event it is not received.

a. Mailing address: CONEXIONES, PO BOX 6997, Columbia, MD 21045

b. Email address: awards@conexioneshc.org
4. Request a copy of your official high school transcript from your school to submit along with your application.

5. Complete the application form.

When is the application deadline? Applications for the 2012 Conexiones Achievement Award or the High School Graduation Recognition Award must be postmarked or emailed by 3/3/12 (Please keep a copy of your completed application, essay (if applicable), and transcript). 

Send completed application to:       


CONEXIONES, Inc.

P.O. Box 6997

Columbia, MD 21045

OR 

Email: awards@conexioneshc.org
1. Hand delivered applications will not be accepted.

2. Incomplete applications will not be accepted and will not be considered for a Conexiones Achievement Award or High School Graduation Recognition Award.  Applications must include all required documents:

a. Conexiones Achievement Award (application, letter of recommendation, transcript and essay)

b. High School Graduation Recognition Award (application and transcript)

One Page Summary

1. Application consists of the following

a. Application (general information)

b. Official Transcript

c. Recommendation Form

d. Essay (If applicable)
2. Application and Official Transcript is required of ALL applicants.

3. Recommendation Form and Essay is required from students applying for Academic, Community Service, Overcoming Obstacles Award and who want to be considered for the “Feli Solá-Carter Leadership Award”.
4. Past experience has indicated that the Official Transcript and the Recommendation Form are usually the most challenging to get and have represented late submissions – please insure you request immediately and follow up until you are certain both have been sent.  

5. Choose one category from the award choices.

6. Remember to select the essay topic that is unique to the following Achievement Award categories:  Academic Excellence and Community Service.  The essay topic for the category entitled Overcoming Obstacles is self explanatory; allowing the student to detail the challenge(s) overcome in achievement of their degree.    
a. Keep in mind that if you want to be considered for “The Feli Solá-Carter Leadership Award” your application must reflect leadership roles and activities, community service, and academic excellence. 

7. We offer an on line application option or a mail-in option.
8. The application deadline is 3/3/12 (must be postmarked or emailed by 3/3/12).
9. Do not wait until the very end – allow yourself time to get it all in and follow-up on your official transcript request and recommendation form.

10. Announcements will be made toward the end of April.
11. The Conexiones Award Ceremony will be held in May 2012 with the specific day to be announced later. 
12. Please contact Michael Muñoz at 956-460-4522 if you have any questions.
